First Meeting

The first meeting of this series, devoted to "Household Surveys: Redesign of the Current Household Survey of Argentina", was held on June 3-5, 1998 in Buenos Aires. It was jointly organized by IASI and INDEC, and counted with the auspices of the International Statistical Institute (ISI) and of the International Association of Survey Statisticians (IASS). 
  
Orientation of the Meeting. 
The Meeting was primarily oriented towards the analysis and discussion of the Redesign of the Current Household Survey of Argentina, addressed to the study of the labor market. The event was organized with the following objectives: 
(a) To strengthen the communication of the official statisticians with the users and other persons interested in knowing the labor market behavior; (b) to contribute to the improvement of the technical capabilities of the National Statistical Offices to generate labor and living conditions statistics that show the social realities of the countries in the region in a more adjusted way; and (c) to share experiences with official statisticians in other countries. 
  
Activities.
The Meeting included: (a) Sessions of an Experts Panel which debated different aspects of a working document presented by INDEC. Discussions on the Redesign of the Current Household Survey concerned four points: (i) Thematic contents, (ii) geographical scope and frequency of the information collection, (iii) use of technology to achieve greater efficiency, and (iv) quality management in all stages of the process; (b) Invited Conferences on important aspects of the household surveys, delivered by prominent statisticians; and (c) Contributed papers, specially: (i) papers by official statisticians, describing the current situation of the household surveys in the countries, and (ii) papers in which information provided by household surveys was critically used and analyzed.

International Program Committee. 
The International Program Committee was composed by Héctor Eduardo Montero (INDEC, Argentina), Raúl Mentz (IASI), Jean-Louis Bodin (ISI), Ivan P. Fellegi (Statistics Canada), Edmundo Berumen (Consultant, Mexico), and Evelio O. Fabbroni (IASI).

Attendance.
272 persons, from 16 countries [Argentina (240), Bolivia (1), Brazil (1), Canada (1), Chile (1), England (1), Finland (1), Honduras (1), Mexico (1), Panama (1), Paraguay (1), Peru (1), Spain (3), Switzerland (1), United States (4), and Uruguay (1)], and 9 international organizations or agencies.

