Fifth Meeting

Regional Workshop on Poverty Measurement 
 
A Regional Workshop on Poverty Measurement was held on November 10, 2003 in the conference room INTAL, of the Inter-American Development Bank(IDB), in Buenos Aires. The same was jointly organized by the National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (INDEC), of Argentina, IASI, and the MECOVI Program for Argentina. This activity was included in Program of Meetings of IASI on Public Statistics, at the request of INDEC.
 
Recent changes produced in the Economy and its strong impact in the social situation of vast population strata, as well as the efforts being done by the Argentinian Government to mitigate the situation of the most affected sectors, were the considerations leading the authorities of INDEC to promote the discussion of the methodologies for measuring poverty in Argentina. 
 
The Workshop was chaired by the Director of INDEC, Dr. Lélio Mármora, had the attendance of Prof. Evelio Fabbroni, Technical Secretary of IASI, and was coordinated by Lic. Juan Carlos Feres and Lic. Oscar Altimir, from the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). 
 
Representatives from ECLAC, the World Bank, the Program for Improvement of the Population Living Conditions (MECOVI), and the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), were among the panelists. Also participated representatives of the argentinian ministries of Economy, Health, Labor, Education, and Social Affairs, private consultants, researchers from the Universidad de Buenos Aires and from the Universidad de San Andrés, and professionals of INDEC involved in the treatment of the matter of the Workshop. 
 
The closing of the Workshop was in charge of the Secretary for Economic Programming at the Ministry of Economy and Public Services, Dr. Oscar Tangelson, who thanked the panelists and highlighted the importance of being able to bring together professionals of well-known dedication to the theme, with the purpose of debating the more appropriate methodological alternatives to obtain the information needed for diagnostic on the socioeconomic situation, as well as for decision making processes.

