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IASI’s IX MEETING ON PUBLIC STATISTICS

“Production, analysis and dissemination of statistics for national, regional and local development - Measures to ensure quality and transparency”

Lima, Peru – September 9 – 11, 2009

PROCEEDINGS

IASI’s IX Meeting on Public Statistics “Production, analysis and dissemination of statistics for national, regional and local development - Measures to ensure quality and transparency” took place in Lima, Peru, on September 9-11, 2009.

A CD that may be browsed in IASI’s webpage, contains the agenda for the Meeting and the power point presentations of the topics presented, as well as a selection of photographs related to the event.

September 09, 2009

M.Sc. Renán Quispe Llanos, Head of INEI – Peru, used the floor during the opening act to welcome the participants and summarized the progress being made by Peru in statistical matters and the important investment the Government is making for the national censuses and statistical research for the results-based budget and others for the economic and social measurement.

Following, IASI’s Technical Secretary used the floor to make an historical review of IASI, from its establishment on May 12, 1940, highlighting its permanent attention to public statistics matters.  He pointed out that during the Institute’s first decade of existence, Dr. Alberto Arca Parró, President of IASI’s Demographic Statistics Commission, suggested to his colleagues, in his capacity of National Statistics Director of Peru, the convenience of promoting the holding of a census program for the whole region, which led to the creation of the Census of the Americas Committee, chaired by Dr. Calvert L. Dedrick and that had two secretaries, Dr. Francisco de Abrisqueta (afterwards IASI’s Secretary General) and Peruvian Dr. Ricardo Luna Vegas.  He referred to the creation of the Inter-American Statistical Conferences, currently continued by ECLAC, to the Committee on Improvement of National Statistics and, finally, the Public Statistics Meetings program, begun in 1998.

In turn, IASI President, Lic. Clyde Charre de Trabuchi, listed all prior meetings and topics discussed.  She commented that these were related to aspects that were essential for member countries.  She specified that, due to its importance, the statistics quality topic is an aspect we must insist on.  She expressed that IASI meetings allow the exchange of experiences and knowledge through presentations and the dialogue stemming from them.  She greeted the lecturers and congratulated them for the work they are performing and that would be presented in the three days of the meeting.  Following this, the event was inaugurated.

PRESENTATIONS

TOPIC 1: GENERATION OF CURRENT STATISTICS FROM ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS – Vital Statistics, Municipal Administrative Records, Migration Statistics 

Moderator: Prof. Evelio O. Fabbroni, IASI Technical Secretary

The first presentation, “Generation of continuous statistics from administrative records: The Regional Statistical System as contribution to the development of public policies”, was made by Mr. Marcelo Álvarez Curumilla, Regional Director of the Los Lagos Region, of the National Statistical Institute (INE)-Chile.

His presentation appraised participants on INE-Chile’s quality policy, INE’s quality axes and its guiding strategies and values, as well as the policy aimed at quality certification and the Code of Good Practices of Chilean statistics.

He referred to the organization of INE’s Regional Directorate-Los Lagos and the formal dependency relations between the Regional Directorate and its Units and with the project supervisors.

He mentioned statistical products and regional projects, emphasizing the current statistical offer and its dissemination.  Finally, he referred to the regional statistical system and its relation with the national statistical system.

In the discussion, questions were made about diverse topics, especially the relation between the regional and the national level, the use of comparison standards, information processing, good statistical practices and the quality topic, among others.

Through the presenter’s answers, knowledge was gained on the use of the code of good practices at the regional level, which was initially started at the central level.  It was known that, within the started certification process, they are in the documentation stage, task that required the installation of work groups at the Government level.  It was informed that experience of other countries is being used in the certification and that specialized personnel and budget resources are available to support this initiative.  He considered that the ISO standard will be used in the certification of the products.

In the second presentation, “Use of administrative records for measuring international migration in Peru”, made by Mr. Aníbal Sánchez Aguilar, Deputy Chief of Statistics of INEI-Peru, the presenter referred to the sources of information that help to carry out this study.  He highlighted the importance of administrative records available to the General Directorate of Migrations and Naturalization of the Ministry of the Interior, which controls the border and migration control posts, highlighting five of them for their importance.  He detailed the characteristics of the Peruvian migratory movement and the publication of statistics on international migration of Peruvians; he commented on the estimation of Peruvians abroad with information from the 2006 Continuous Surveys; he illustrated on the international remittances and the identification of migrants through the 2007 national population and housing censuses, among others.

In the discussion comments and consultations were made on aspects related to the standards for collecting this type of information, the presence of commissions on the topic, the information sub-registries, the institution that provides the records, among others.

The presenter’s answers allowed to better know the sources of information, where the migratory record stands out; he pointed out the presence of an Inter-Institutional Technical Committee; the upcoming execution of a survey with the support of IOM and IDB on the impact of migration on households; and another survey with the participation of ILO, UNFPA, MINDES and MTPE, to research migration, work and youth topics.  Finally, it was known that 90% of Peruvians that live abroad left the country as tourists; and that the cutoff time to count a person that has migrated is 6 months.

TOPIC 2: USE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGIES IN THE DISSEMINATION OF STATISTICS FOR SMALL AREAS DEVELOPMENT – statistical variables metadata, IT and macrodata structures

Moderator: Lic. Clyde Charre de Trabuchi, President of IASI

The first presentation, “Use of Technology in the 2009 Economic Censuses”, was made by Mrs. Dolores Lara Colmenero, Director of Economic Censuses of the National Statistics and Geography Institute (INEGI) – Mexico.  The presenter described the means used to collect information, highlighting the mobile computing device, paper questionnaires, Internet, and spreadsheet questionnaires.

She stressed that 91.4% of the information was captured through the mobile computing device and enabled cartographic updating.  She detailed the advantages and disadvantages of using this type of equipment.  She expressed that the use of this technology allowed the carrying out the census follow up and progress control.

She commented on the diversity of strategies and forms used according to sector and size of the establishment.  Likewise, she expressed that the use of technology in information collecting gave greater confidence to the informer.  She then referred to the products of the economic censuses.

In the discussion several comments were made on what was presented and questions were made to the presenter, highlighting among the answers those related to the systems used and loaded unto the mobile computing devices.  It was known with greater detail that this equipment facilitates responses and the location of the establishments, and that the census has allowed the calculation of approximately 300 variables.  It was known what type of professional answers the questionnaire via the Internet and that in small companies it is generally the Accountant.  It was determined that the average time used per interview, when small companies are visited, is 25 minutes.  It was known that the portable equipment is being used, after the census, in other surveys.  Reference was made to the error rate with the use of the mobile computing device, in the field, as well as in the transmission of data, but that it has not generated greater problems.  Likewise, it was explained that the cost of this technology is compensated with the quality gained.

The second presentation, “Innovative statistics dissemination mechanisms”, made by Lic. Byron Villacis, Director General of the National Statistics and Censuses Institute (INEC)-Ecuador, appraised those attending on the development of information dissemination technologies at the National Statistics and Censuses Institute (INEC) of Ecuador.  He mentioned that this work was performed using free software and the contribution of institution personnel, which implied no cost.  He referred to the development of products for each type of user.  In this framework, several technological tools were developed to disseminate the information, highlighting: Ecuador en Cifras, which allows timely and didactic access to social, economic, financial and international information the population needs for their decision making; the information repository, which is the expansion of databases and syntax in SPSS, forms, graphs, methodologies in PDF, publications and results in Excel; the statistical sources browser, which contains over one hundred institutions classified and ordered according to the information they generate and that they need; weekly figures, weekly bulletin that collects the main current national and international information; the Continuous Agricultural Production and Surface ESPAC Viewer and the improvement of the Web portal.

In the discussion, after the comments and consultations from those attending, it was made known that the work carried out by INEC lasted between 3 and 4 months, that two interconnected sites are used, allowing simultaneous updating, that the Flex free software is used and it was developed without an important additional cost since payment was made for just the software.  The presenter commented that when a web page is designed, not only must one be creative; but it must be taken into account that its updates must be periodical and that it must be at the user’s service.  He also commented that the increase in users visiting INEC’s new web page since its commissioning is very significant.

The third presentation, “Use of information technologies for statistical dissemination”, by Mr. Daniel Maguiña Huerta, Technical Director of the INEI-Peru Technical Information Technologies Office, disclosed the work being developed in this field through INEI. The goals of this project are: To carry out a massive dissemination of the data resulting from the 2007 Housing and Population Census; to provide information for adequate decision making; and to make intensive use of ICTs, as a dissemination vehicle that allows the expansion of information coverage and use.  It was proposed that the information technologies strategies used require the use of Internet as INEI’s portal, web services, electronic forms, CD ROMs, among others.

Likewise, he explained the new project being carried out by INEI, namely the CPV2007 Data Warehouse, under a business intelligence focus, which will allow users in general to gain access through the Web and be able to extract its information, in a tabular manner and with geo-referenced maps.  On the other hand, he informed on the development of the portal for the economic surveys and the IV National Economic Census, where information related to the activities of the aforementioned survey and of the Census is displayed.

On the other hand, INEI has been participating, along with the Chair of the Council of Ministers, in an Spatial Data infrastructure project, where the Metadata catalog is disseminated through a Web page; to date, cartographic maps and their metadata have been disseminated, totaling 178; these products are shared via Web services.

The discussion was suspended due to lack of time.

September 10, 2009

TOPIC 3: POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUSES - Experiences in the Region

Moderator: Lic. Zulma Sosa, Director General of Statistics, Surveys and Censuses-Paraguay

The first presentation, “Reformulation of the Housing Frame from the 2010 Population Census data – Argentina Case”, by Lic. Roberto Muiños, Director of Statistical Methodology of the National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (INDEC)–Argentina.  He covered the topics of: Population characteristics of Argentina; Background on Housing Frames in Argentina; The National Urban Sampling Frame (MMNU); The National Housing Sampling Frame (MMNV); and General guidelines of the MMNV reformulation.

He explained that the holding of a Population Census represents a unique opportunity for a country’s public statistics, not only due to the information that may be obtained directly from the taking of the census, but also because of the sub-products that may derived from the same.

The presentation described the Argentine experience in the elaboration and exploitation of master housing sampling frames, on which the country’s household samples are based. Likewise, he described the basic guidelines on which the reformulation of the current housing frame will be based, from the data of the 2010 National Population, Household and Housing Census.

In the discussion participants commented and consulted on aspects related to the manner in which the indicators of permanent surveys, as is the case of the employment survey, are linked; comments were made on the importance of sampling frames and the importance of sampling surveys; questions were made regarding the manner in which INDEC has been solving problems that arise in the sampling frames; likewise concern was expressed about having frames updated after being renewed by the Housing and Population Census, which implies the intensive use of administrative records and of modern electronic media, among others.

In reply to the consultations, the presenter explained that the concerns expressed are common problems in many countries and are more prevalent in the rural areas.  INDEC focuses its efforts in maintaining updated the sampling frames of the urban part, because that is where their main surveys are centered and it is not easy to update the housing frame, therefore strategies are being analyzed to that end.  He commented that links are made forwards and backwards and reconfigurations of sampling frames are made in the rural area; likewise, as prevision, equivalence tables are elaborated, all of these are actions to avoid difficulties.

Finally, it was expressed that, in every sampling design made by the NSOs, concerns are expressed regarding the costs, aspect that is not taken into account by the users when they demand information, adding that the sampling frames have to do with credibility.

The second presentation, “National Population and Housing Censuses of Peru – Strategies adopted”, by Mr. Gaspar Morán Flores, National Director of Censuses and Surveys, of INEI-Peru.  The presenter explained that the last Housing and Population Census carried out in Peru, was a de facto census and was carried out in a very short period of time. Its execution counted with international consultancies on the topic and the support of a census cartography that was almost updated due to the 2005 census.  The starting point was a Guidelines Plan that varied, due to justified circumstances, because the period available for its execution demanded that a series of changes be made.  Pilot tests and quality control were aspects that were taken into account at all times.  He then went on to make a description of all the stages encompassed by these censuses, referring more explicitly to the aspects related to: Direction and Management; Methods and Documents; Cartographic Updating and Housing Directory; Creation of Registration Areas; Distribution, Reception and Archiving; Census Promotion; Personnel Recruitment and Selection; Training; Registration; Data Processing; Data Consistency; Database Validation; Tabulation Analysis; Products; Quality Control; and Post-Census Survey; among others.

In the discussion comments were made, interest was shown and consultations were made related to the cost of the Housing and Population Census, the Post-Census Survey, the use of “stickers” for the dwellings, the participation of private entities to support the Census, the technology used, the limitations found and the publication of the results.

The presenter pointed out that these censuses counted with the financial support of the public treasury, foreign cooperation and from private companies, who through strategic alliances supported with diverse inputs required for their execution.  Companies that provide social assistance were preferred.  He indicated that the census omission rate was 2.84%, according to a post-census survey.  He described in detail the cascade methodology in the training stage.  He pointed out that there is no standard regarding the use of “stickers”, but the population does not reject this measure.  Finally, he highlighted that the Housing and Population Census helped to recover credibility in official statistics among the population.

The third presentation, on “IPUMS–International: census samples for local, national and international research with digitalized cartographic products”, by Mrs. Petra Noble, from the Minnesota Population Center of the University of Minnesota, who defined what IPUMS is, how samples are used, and proposals for future work.  She expressed that the Population Center of the University of Minnesota is dedicated to retrieving information from population censuses so that it is not lost, seeking to explore this information and disseminate it through the Internet.  She specified that they aspire to manage a file of national population and housing censuses of all the countries in the world.  She pointed out that they currently count with a very large database, especially from Latin America.  The information is being provided to interested parties considering aspects related to confidentiality, data standardization, sample creation, integration of variables and the construction of new variables.  Access to databases is gained through the Center’s Web page, which uses free software.  She added that work is also being performed with information on census cartography.  It is foreseen that 20 new samples will be disseminated in the future, and incorporate the Geographic Information System (GIS).

In the discussion special attention was paid to what was presented, because the University of Minnesota retrieves information from the countries’ population and housing censuses, systemizing it and distributing through the Internet.  The presenter expressed that the University applies special care when verifying sample sizes.  Likewise variables are standardized if deemed convenient.  With respect to the level of detail with which the information is disseminated through the University’s Web page, great care is taken with security, requesting user I.D.  She specified that they take into account that many countries disclose their data at the aggregated geographic level and that work is being performed to enter the field of census cartography and the use of GIS.  In this topic, it is the Latin American countries that have displayed greater interest in the University’s work, therefore a pilot GIS is being considered for some Latin American country.

TOPIC 4. DOCUMENTATION OF STATISTICAL PROCEDURES – Experience of the countries in the elaboration of the quality certification for economic, social and demographic indicators

Moderator: Prof. Dimas Quiel Reyes, National Director of INEC-Panama

In the first presentation, “Documentation of statistical processes – Regional Economic Activity Index (INACER) with prior emphasis of the methodology and its procedural documentation in the context of quality standards”, by Mrs. Ana Delgado Puentes, Regional Director of the Los Ríos Region of the National Statistical Institute (INE)–Chile, the presenter referred to the Code of Good Practices of Chilean Statistics, in the framework of the improvement of the quality of products of INE-Chile, which involves the implementation of management improvement programs through continuous improvement for the production of quality statistics.  She referred to the process whereby in 2011 they will be fully into the quality framework and certification will be obtained for each one of the management improvement programs systems through agencies specialized in ISO Standards. She went on to make a detailed comment on the Regional Economic Activity Index (INACER) and the actors linked to its development and implementation, specifically in the regional ambit.
In the discussion special emphasis was made on the elaboration of INACER, highlighting its link to the National Accounts, because information is available at the sub-national and sector level.  Likewise, questions were asked regarding the controls for the elaboration of the index, for which it is undergoing continuous improvement, because there is awareness regarding its limitations, originated in the lack of territorial information since this is a new region created two years ago.  It was also mentioned that each phase is an improvement over the previous one.  INACER has a dissemination schedule known by the users, it is calculated with monthly data and is published as a quarterly indicator, simultaneously by all regions in the country.

In the second presentation, “Quality standards in Statistical Production-Argentina Case”, by Lic. Ana María Edwin, Director of the National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (INDEC)-Argentina, dealt with the time and place conditions for the elaboration of official statistics through INDEC, and how data quality is seen in the context of political attitude.  She presented the case of the elaboration of the Consumer Price Index, the effect that decisions of a methodological nature have over information and the relation between the data quality dimension and the Statistical System operation conditions.  Emphasis was made on the need to evaluate the quality of the indicators.

In the discussion the conception of quality considering the situation each country is going through was highlighted.  In this case, consultative committees created with the purpose of supporting and oversee the credibility of statistical information are very pertinent.  There are two consultative committees in Argentina, one that is academic, composed by five universities, and the other one made up by users, which even meet with the Ministry of Economy.  It was stressed that the topics analyzed by the committees are diverse.
In the third presentation, “Progress on the project on a Code of Good Statistical Practices for Latin America and the Caribbean”, by Mr. Máximo Aguilera, Senior Economist of the Statistics and Economic Projections Division of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), focused on aspects sought by the Statistical Conference of the Americas in quality matters.  Aspects were discussed related to: Work programs on the Code of Good Practices for Latin America and the Caribbean; progress in the execution of the work program related to the Code of Good Practices of European Statistics; the main results of the Survey to the NSOs; the main conclusions of the surveys evaluation workshop; and the proposals for the 2009-2011 period.

Comments were made on the elaboration and analysis of the results of the application of the self-assessment questionnaire to the countries on principles 1 to 6 of the Code of Good Practices, identifying strengths and weaknesses.  Likewise, an explanation was provided related to the workshop to analyze the European experience and discuss the results of the self-assessment.  The Code of Good Practices of European Statistics was presented.  Finally, the main results of the survey to the NSOs were described, referring to each one of the six principles analyzed.

In the discussion, given the comments and consultations made, the presenter expressed that before the next Statistical Conference of the Americas (SCA), ECLAC’s Executive Council will analyze the topic of the Code of Good Practices that would be applied in ECLAC member countries.  Consensus is required in this matter, therefore it is necessary that spaces be generated for dialogue between the countries.  It was also mentioned that the application of the Code of Good Practices applied in the European Community countries has been discussed within the Andean Community.  Next, the progress made by MERCOSUR countries on this topic was highlighted.

It was also explained that the roadmap established by ECLAC for the application of the Code must take into account the structure of the NSOs, the juridical aspect and the relation that must exist between the statistical information producers and the demand from the users.  There was talk about the importance of walking towards an international standard that has quality and independence as its basis, based on the methodologies and procedures used and on the timeliness of the information.  It was underscored here that what is most desirable is that statistical production be linked to the country’s Development Plan, as a means to secure the necessary budget.

It was also stated that, in spite of the fact that not much progress has been in the integration process made in the countries of the region, the central statistical bodies have moved towards the pooling of efforts in complex topics such as the one discussed in the presentation.  It was also highlighted that NSOs must see these improvements as a self-regulation commitment, in benefit of the users.

September 11, 2009

TOPIC 5. OTHER TOPICS

Moderator: Lic. Byron Villacis, Director General of INEC-Ecuador

In the first presentation, “The construction process for a social indicators system PARINFO, acknowledged by the World Bank as an innovative statistical experience, in the framework of the regional award on the theme”, by Lic. Zulma Sosa, Director General of the General Directorate of Statistics, Surveys and Censuses–Paraguay, dealt with the Integrated Data System-PARINFO, developed in Paraguay as result of the Agreement between the General Directorate of Statistics, Surveys and Censuses (DGEEC) and the United Nations System.  She explained that PARINFO is a system that presents social and economic indicators built from administrative records and estimates from the population censuses, household and demographic surveys, through an user interface that offers maps, charts, tables, disaggregation by gender, areas, poverty conditions and ethnic groups. It considers metadata, methodologies for the construction of indicators and files on sources of information.

She pointed out that PARINFO allows the provision of reliable and timely information, contributing to decision-making, the performance of diagnoses and the development, monitoring and evaluation of national plans and commitments assumed at the international level.  PARINFO is improving the data analysis capacity and the availability of information on indicator progress and delays; it is helping to monitor the different national and international commitments and goals; it is promoting the updating and dissemination of systemized information; and it is harmonizing the country’s statistics, with a view to regional standardization.

Reference was made to the benefits of the system, the users it is directed to, the strategy and stages of its implementation, the work methodology used in its elaboration, which encompassed six well-defined steps.  Finally, the potentials of the System were described.
In the discussion the effort developed by DGEEC since 2004 was acknowledged, same that allows for the centralization of the economic and social information at the national, sub-national and sector levels.

It became known that the workshops counted with the participation of information producers and users, and the latter valued the initiative of DGEEC to convoke them, and that time was devoted to the discussion of aspects related to the definition and coverage of the selected indicators, framed within the criteria defined at the MERCOSUR level.

A special effort has been the conciliation of the sources, and that for some cases it was decided to only include the available indicators, specifying the source, methodology and limitations, and letting the user choose.

It was concluded that, with the fast expansion of the use of information technology systems, there appears the difficulty that each entity works independently, leaving it up to the NSOs to assume the responsibility of centralizing, processing and disseminating the information.

In the second presentation, “National Strategies for Statistical Development”, by Lic. María Esther Cutimbo Gil, Technical Director for Planning, Budget and Technical Cooperation of INEI-Peru, dealt about the importance of using reliable, timely and quality statistical information in the improvement of well-being conditions, improvement of public policies, adequacy and measurement of the social and economic conditions and the support to the project evaluation monitoring systems.  Special emphasis was placed on the difference of a plan focused on strengthening NSS with respect to a Medium Term Strategic Plan focused on the production of Strategic Statistics.  While the first focuses its strategies on the National Statistical Offices and, very tangentially to the NSS bodies, and does not establish a direct link between the demand for information and the statistical strategies, the second proposal seeks to align statistical production to the priority information requirements, that is to say, of those in charge of the design, monitoring and evaluation of Public Policies.

In the discussion, after the comments and consultations to the presenter, the level where the national statistical offices are located was highlighted, it was stated that strategic planning in statistical matters is aimed at meeting the information demand by users for decision-making and the design and follow up of public policies.  Comments were made about the great effort made for the formulation of a statistical development plan in Peru and gratitude was expressed for having shared the experience of its elaboration with those present.

Comments were also made on the possibility of formulating plans similar to the one presented, for the interested countries, from the Peruvian experience.  It was expressed that, with the participation of information producers and users, it is possible to count with a plan that responds to the country’s development plan, effort that leads to focus statistical production.  It became known that, in order to identify the key stakeholders, first it is necessary that what a Government seeks or proposes be known, which allows to better identify the participants.

It was pointed out that an important condition for the success of the plan, is that it be institutionalized and that it does not end up being a document that is sent to be filed.  Therefore, the effort must be framed within the governmental plans.

In the third presentation, “IDB support to the countries for the institutional strengthening of the NSIs”, by Mrs. Janine Perfit, from the Institutional Capacity of the State Division of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), discussed the work carried out by IDB in the area of statistics and censuses.  She detailed the activities executed and under execution in the area of strengthening statistics and censuses.  She referred to the possible lines of support from IDB in the area of strengthening the National Statistical Systems and the National Statistical Offices; and the likely support of IDB in the area of censuses and surveys.

Comments were made on the financing modality it affords and the other types of support.  Likewise, she referred to the experience in censuses since 1999, and other regional activities like the MECOVI Program.

In the discussion it was explained that IDB may support the countries’ efforts in meeting their commitments within the SCA framework, as well as in other scenarios framed within the Bank’s objectives, by sending their requests through the official channels.  For IDB, South-South cooperation it is of singular importance, and its support is aimed at the achievement of products by the countries.

Likewise, it was known that IDB may support the attainment of technical assistance through other entities and at a low cost.  Likewise, it was informed that the MECOVI project would be extended for six more months to conclude pending matters.  On the other hand, it was informed that IDB may support in the building of offices, via loans that are discussed at the Government level and not at the NSI level. The reimbursement of the loan is not immediate.

EVALUATION OF THE MEETING

Mag. Renán Quispe Llanos, Head of the National Institute of Statistics and Informatics of Peru, evaluated IASI’s IX Meeting on Public Statistics, and he started by thanking Mr. José Carlos Chirinos, Secretary General of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, who attended in representation of the President of the Council of Ministers, for his presence at the closing act.

Likewise, he thanked IASI’s President and IASI’s Technical Secretary for their will and prior support to go ahead with the event.  He highlighted the leveraging of the knowledge shared by the presenters and other participants, as well the human side of the participants and the interest in sharing Peruvian culture with those of Latin America, and strengthen friendships.

He then went on to comment that each participant would receive a CD with the presentations, photos and a Peruvian culture video so that they also take back, apart from the scientific knowledge, the friendly aspects as well.  He thanked ECLAC for its participation and, especially, he acknowledged the participation of Doctor Ignacio Méndez Ramírez, who acted as teacher in the field of sampling, developed at INEI’s headquarters.

In turn, Lic. Clyde Charre de Trabuchi, President of IASI, considered that the success of IASI’s IX Meeting on Public Statistics has been complete, highlighting the aspects related to professional contact and the exchange of experiences and knowledge through the lectures, and the amount of questions and answers.

She outlined the three main topics discussed during the development of the meeting:

· Statistical production derived from the use of administrative records.

· Dissemination of the results and the new techniques used, and the enormous efforts for information quality.

· Strengthening of the NSOs.

She highlighted the impact of new technologies in statistical production, and compared it to the development of the use of sampling surveys in the 50s.

Regarding population censuses, she expressed the importance they have for the construction of sampling frames and the challenge implied by their continuous updating.

She pointed out that another topic of interest has been the quality of the information and the interest for consolidating the image of official statistics producers.  She also pointed out that, during the work sessions, the efforts and creativity of the Latin American professionals had been made evident.

The President thanked all the support received for the development of the Meeting, and expressed that the possibility of returning to Peru in 2011 will be looked into.

CLOSING OF THE EVENT

The closing was made by Mr. José Carlos Chirinos Martínez, Secretary General of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, who attended in representation of the President of the Council of Ministers.  He greeted the participants in representation of the Peruvian State and Peruvian citizens.  He symbolically delivered the certificates for participation in the event to representatives from: Paraguay, as presenter; Belize, as participant; and Panama, as Moderator.

Mr. Chirinos congratulated IASI for the organization of the IX Meeting, event that allows the central statistics bodies of Latin American countries to show their experiences and the academic level achieved by their staff, based on knowledge coming from Europe, mainly, and that, after a prior analysis, are applied to Latin American reality.  He added that Latin American countries are moving ahead in all areas of knowledge, and expressed he was pleased to see representatives from several countries at the meeting, a fact that will contribute to the organization of public statistics for decision-making and, in particular, for the management of lasting public policies.  He expressed that the political class has a valuable instrument in statistics for adopting decisions, and that the certainty of the information will shortly allow a greater development at the Latin America level.

Finally he congratulated everybody for having shared their homeland experiences, and was pleased to hear that IASI has considered holding another event in 2011, and that this will be a good occasion to show them the culture of the North of Peru.
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