8228a-4/20/11-10
 
[image: image1.png]dgeec

DIRECCION GENERAL
DE ESTADISTICA,
s ENCUESTAS Y CENSOS

P A R A G U A Y



                                         [image: image2.emf]                             [image: image3.emf]
                                                                                                     World Statistics Day
	WORLD STATISTICS DAY - PARAGUAY

X MEETING OF IASI ON PUBLIC STATISTICS
“The use of statistics derived from administrative records in decision-making”
IASI – DGEEC

Asunción, Paraguay – October 28-29, 2010

Projeto CE-Mercosul – Reuniões de Coordenadores Nacionais, Grupo de Trabalho Nº 1 e Seminário de Registros Administrativos 

Rio de Janeiro – RJ – Brasil

22 a 25 de julho de 2008

Rio de Janeiro, Brasil




PROCEEDINGS
The X Meeting on Public Statistics of the Inter-American Statistical Institute (IASI) was held in the Granados Park Hotel in the city of Asunción, Paraguay on October 28-29, 2010, with special celebration of the World Statistics Day, The corresponding agenda is presented in Annex 1.

The event was opened and closed by Minister Bernard Esquivel, Technical Secretariat of Planning, and had the participation of other high rank Paraguay Government officers, representing the sectors of health, education, economy and integration, public safety, work and energy, as well as of the Director General and of the officers responsible for several  programs of the DGEEC.

Also attended representatives of the Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatística (IBGE) and of the Brazilian Instituto Nacional de Estudos e Pesquisas Educacionais (INEP), and of the following international organizations: IASI, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), International Labor Organization (ILO), Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE), and Project for the Construction of a System of Indicators of Public Safety in the Region, headquartered in Colombia.

As a side event to the meeting, an Introduction to Analysis Methods for Time Series short course, organized by the Inter-American Statistical Institute (IASI) and the General Directorate of Statistics, Surveys and Censuses (DGEEC) of Paraguay was offered.  This course, of 8 hours duration was delivered on October 28, 2010, at the Granados Park Hotel, by Prof. Mcs. María Teresa Blaconá (Vice President of IASI and Director of the School of Statistics, Faculty of Economics and Statistics, National University of Rosario, Argentina).  It was aimed at introducing current mainly empirical methodologies, to analyze and forecast time series, especially economic and demographic ones. The program for the course is presented in Annex 2.  The participants came from universities and several institutions of the National Statistical System.

Thursday 28 October 2010
INAUGURAL SESSION

The meeting was formally opened by Mr. Bernardo Esquivel, Minister of the Technical Secretariat of Planning, who welcomed the participants and expressed the interest of the Government by having timely and accurate statistics, so it gives full support to the National Strategy for Statistical Development.  The Minister expressed his satisfaction by the organization of the event as part of the Program of Meetings on Public Statistics of IASI, as well as its expectation that contributes to an appropriate analysis and strengthening of actions which are carried out in the implementation of the National Strategy.  He concluded his remarks urging the participants to discuss widely the important themes on the agenda and wished them a fruitful meeting.
Then followed addresses by Mrs. Zulma Sosa, Director General of the DGEEC, and Mr. Jorge Luis Talavera, Executive Director of the Technical Unit of the Social Cabinet of the Presidency of the Republic, who expressed themselves on the general objectives of the National Strategy for Statistical Development and on the close inter-agency collaboration achieved.  Each from their respective position, reiterated the expectation of the Minister to ensure that the Meeting concludes with fruitful results.
The opening session ended with the words of Prof. Evelio O. Fabbroni, Technical Secretary of IASI. After the greeting to the authorities attending the session, the Technical Secretary transmitted a friendly greeting from the President of the Inter-American Statistical Institute, Prof. Dr. Luis A. Escobar, as well as of the other members of the Executive Committee of IASI, with wishes for the success of the event.  Then he thanked the effort that the DGEEC devoted to the organization of this X Meeting of IASI on Public Statistics, stating that "the leadership of the Director Zulma Sosa of Servín and the support of her team allowed us to be ready now to the presentation and discussion of several issues of permanent interest for the Statistical Systems of the countries in the region".
He then made a review of the role of IASI in the promotion of statistical development in the region. He noted that since its foundation in 1940, the IASI has the following objectives:
(a) 
development and strengthening of the statistical profession;

(b) 
promotion and dissemination of advances in statistical theory and methods;

(c) 
improvement in the methodology for production of both governmental and non-governmental statistics;

(d) 
promotion of measures aimed at improving the comparability and availability of economic and social statistics among the nations of the region; and
(e) 
cooperation with national and international organizations in activities aimed at statistical improvement in the region.

The IASI is an Affiliate member of the International Statistical Institute (ISI), with headquarters in the Netherlands, from the moment of its foundation, and has special consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council since 1952.

It has been a pioneer in what refers to statistical programs and activities in the region.  In 1947 and 1950 organized the first two Inter-American Statistical Congresses, later continued by the Inter-American Statistical Conferences (IASC) of the Organization of American States (OAS) and since 2001 by the current Statistical Conferences of the Americas (SCA) of ECLAC.  In the 1940s, IASI organized the Census of the Americas (COTA) program, that produced a highly successful round of censuses of 1950 and was continued in the following decades.

In 1950 the IASI created the Commission for the Improvement of National Statistics (COINS), which operated until 1981 by 15 plenary meetings and working sessions of a plural number of subcommittees specializing in specific fields. These subcommittees formed by professionals of the national statistical offices and consultants, contributed to the development of public statistics in various fields, produced by census operations, surveys or the use of administrative records.
In these times, in which intergovernmental organizations have taken direct responsibility for supporting the efforts of the countries to improve the production and use of public statistics required as a basis for planning, monitoring and evaluation of their programs of economic and social development, IASI tries to complement the work of these organizations through events such as this.

The Program of Meetings on Public Statistics, that has the auspices of the ISI, was initiated in 1998, at a time in which several countries dedicated considerable efforts to the revision of its programs of household surveys, with a view to integrating them into a system.  The first event in the series was devoted precisely to "Household Surveys: Redesign of the Current Household Survey of Argentina", carried out that same year in Buenos Aires. The second event was a Workshop on “Measurement of Family Expenditures and Income in a System of Household Surveys”, in 2000, and the third was an “International Seminar on Methods for Household Sample Surveys", in 2001. Later meetings were devoted to other topics of technical interest for Public Statistics: an International Seminar on "Statistics and Local Development in a Globalized World", and a Regional Workshop on Poverty Measurement, in 2003, and a Regional Workshop on "National Statistical Systems", and an International Workshop on Editing and Imputation, in 2005.  The eighth and ninth meetings: "Models for the Development of the National Statistical Systems in Latin America and the Caribbean" (2008) and "Production, analysis and dissemination of statistics for national, regional and local development – Measures to ensure quality and transparency" (2009), gave opportunity to the Presidents, Directors and specialists of the Institutes and Directorates of Statistics of the countries in the region, as well as to representatives of international organizations, to discuss issues of ethics, transparency and good practices in the production of statistics, issues of clear relevance and concern in our days.

The Program has included up to now events in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico and Peru, all of them organized and conducted in cooperation with the respective National Statistical Institutes, with the collaboration of other national institutions and various international agencies.  We are now pleased to add Paraguay to the list.
The issue of the best use of administrative registers to generate statistics in an efficient way, seeking to reduce costs, which is of particular concern for the statistical services of the countries in the region, has been discussed as part of the agenda of the previous Meeting, held in Lima in 2009.  The present Meeting, as he pointed out, is targeted specifically to the use of administrative records to generate statistics, bearing in mind the use of them as tools for decision making.
He finally expressed appreciation for the contribution of those who accepted the invitation to act as speakers, assured that the organizers would appreciate the contributions of them, as well as those of the other participants through the debates, and expressed the wish that all the participants derive substantive benefit from the sessions scheduled for the two days...
PRESENTATIONS 

THEME 1: 
 HEALTH STATISTICS 
Moderator: Evelio O. Fabbroni, Technical Secretary of IASI.
Presentations:

a- Strengthening of the System on Health Information in Latin America, by Enrique Vázquez, Consultant in Epidemiology, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Paraguay.

b- Generation of strategic health information for decision-making, by Edgar Giménez, Vice Minister of Health, Ministry of Public Health and Social Welfare, Paraguay.

The first presentation emphasized the efforts being undertaken in the region with a view to have a true Health Information System.  He stressed the importance of using technological means now available for the improvement of vital statistics, both in coverage and opportunity, with special reference to the importance of ensuring the quality of the registers of births, morbidity, resources and services.  It was highlighted the strengths of the multi-annual budget of health of Paraguay, which allows an adequate programming of the statistical activities of the sector.  He stressed the need for a better human resource management and noted the need to foster a culture of information, to enhance the production and use of good statistics.
The second presentation represented an extraordinary assessment of the efforts that are being developed at the national level to provide the political leadership the statistical information needed for planning, monitoring and evaluation of programs and projects of the Government in the field of health.  The context of the health system in Paraguay at the beginning of the current Government was presented as fragmented and segmented, characterized by a high rate of social exclusion, high cost of pocket especially for medicaments.
In this context, the present Government declares decentralization as a strategy in the field of health. Thus, health policies incorporate the principles of equity, solidarity, universality and integrality.  As one of the strategic axes, in the context of improvements and innovations, it is located the development of the Information System with funding for a 5 year strategic plan.
At the end of the presentations, the debate focused on the importance of strengthening the capacity of technical cadres in the field of statistics within the Ministry of Public Health and Social Welfare, more than investment in technologies and internal processes of data collection from administrative records.  It was also stressed that the Health Information System must produce evidence, knowledge and impact in the population.
THEME 2:  EDUCACION STATISTICS
 
Moderator: Zulma Sosa, Director General, DGEEC, Paraguay.

.

Presentations:

 

a- The use of statistics for decision-making in the Educational Policy, by Juliana Marques da Silva, Instituto Nacional de Estudos e Pesquisas Educacionais (INEP), Brazil.

b- The use of statistics for decision-making in the Educational Policy, by Diana Serafini, Vice Minister of Education, Ministry of Education and Culture (MEC), Paraguay.

The first paper presented some features on the use of educational statistics in Brazil.  She mentioned the school Census and the National examination of Secondary Education as INEP activities.  She emphasized the realization of diagnostics of educational reality, as well as surveys on conditions of supply, access and participation.  Finally, she stressed the importance of efficiency and its impact on the school flow, as well as investment in education.
The second presentation emphasized the interrelationship of the educational information with statistics produced in other sectors, from an interdisciplinary perspective that consider demographic, socio-cultural, institutional, economic and other factors.  The Vice Minister expressed that "indicators are very useful for measuring certain goals, but as  achievements are obtained, new challenges are installed in the education sector, so it is essential to look for other indicators that reflect these challenges.  In other words, there are no absolute indicators, their value is relative to the goals and the process."
She then referred to the uses of educational statistics in national and international research.  She noted the importance of the uses made of statistics as a basis for the development of interventions such as: basic basket of school supplies, construction and/or repair of classrooms and restrooms, campaigns of educational support for teachers, distribution of texts, teaching materials, furniture, glass of milk and school lunch, provision of ICT, among others.

Information systems of the education sector in Paraguay, under the responsibility of the Ministry of Education and Culture, are managed through the General Directorate of Educational Planning.  The educational information system consists of the National System of Evaluation of the Educational Process and the Management System of Human and Financial Resources.
After explaining the strengths and weaknesses, she indicated the major challenges, such as the continuous adjustment to the growing and varied demands arising from the new challenges faced by the education systems: (a) ensure the availability of or access to institutionally meaningful information; (b) install the culture of use of statistical information on potential users to form a critical mass of efficient managers of information; (c) articulating national initiatives within a common framework to avoid duplication in the production of information and create synergies; (d) progress in the generation of information related to processes and resources, as well as to the relevance, pertinence and impact of education.  Finally, she referred to as challenging the incorporation of the University statistics.into the Information System of Current Statistics (Sistema de Información de Estadísticas Contínuas-SIEC)

During the discussion of the topic the participants emphasized the progress achieved by the system of educational statistics of the Ministry, as a result of investment in continuous training of staff responsible for statistics, investment in technological resources, the consolidation of work coordinated with the DGEEC, as well as the complementarity of sources of data from registers and surveys. Also as a challenge of the educational information system was referred the progress in the generation of data and indicators of the quality of education at all levels (basic school education, secondary, university).
THEME 3:
DIRECTORY OF ENTERPRISES.  Construction and maintenance of Directories of Enterprises and Economic Establishments
  
Moderator: Edgar Gómez Leiva, Directorate of the Economic and Finance Information System, State Undersecretariat of Economy and Integration, Ministry of Finance, Paraguay. 
Speakers:
 

a- Luis Beccaria, Director of the Division of Statistics and Economic Projections, ECLAC.
b- Sidnéia Reis Cardoso, Coordinator of the Economic Statistics and Classifications, Diretorate of Research, IBGE, Brazil.

c- Nimia Torres, Director of Economic Statistics, DGEEC, Paraguay.

The first presentation focused on the construction and maintenance of directories, stressing the importance of standardization in the use of classifiers, to facilitate the elaboration and comparability of economic statistics. He mentioned the difficulty of working with the existing records, because many countries have major problems in the development and maintenance of the necessary directories.  He noted, however, that improvements are taking place in this area in several countries in the region.
The second presentation referred to the Central Directory of Enterprises of IBGE. It was reviewed the history and structure of the Directory, which consists of enterprises, public administration, non-for-profit organizations, international organizations, people with registration in the CNPJ (national register of legal entities) and local units of enterprises. The Directory registers information from different sources and consists of almost 400 million records. Taking into account that the Directory should be the best record of an enterprise and their local units which it may build, use is made of a combination of various sources, and editing, imputation and cadastral survey are made.  Then she explained each one of the sources that feed the Directory, also highlighting the usefulness of the update via on-line.  Finally, she showed various products generated from this base of information.
The third presentation was directed to the Construction of the Directory of Enterprises and Establishments in Paraguay.  The historical background as regards collection of information about enterprises was presented.  Census phases which will have the 2011 National Economic Census were explained.  The speaker stressed that at the stage of the pre-census the main purpose of updating data is to serve as a basis for the elaboration of the General Directory of Enterprises.  After commenting on the activities to be carried out, as the type of information that will be collected, she explained what will be the construction process of the Directory of Enterprises, with a cycle that will take into account as a first step the relationship of the field database with the database of the Ministry of Finance, of the Social Welfare Institute and of the Ministry of Justice and Labor. This new base generated through the exchange of information between the above-mentioned sources, will be updated through activities in the field and by telephone. The maintenance of the task force, framework for specialized surveys for the economic subsectors and the elaboration of the demography of enterprises were listed as major challenges.
The comments on this topic focused on the growing need of building and maintaining updated directories of enterprises, mainly based on the intensive use of administrative records.  It was mentioned the importance of access to sources of tax information, which will require formal institutional arrangements, apart from the informal ones, to facilitate the exchange of databases. The importance of adjusting collection instruments of administrative sources in such a way to avoid overloading the informants, through sample surveys was also discussed.
Friday 29 October 2010 

THEME 4: 
PUBLIC SAFETY STATISTICS.  Experiences of countries in the region in the use of statistics for Public Safety Policies
Moderator:  Nimia Torres, Director of Economic Statistics, DGEEC, Paraguay.

Speakers:
a- Sonia Cardona, Coordinator of the Project of Construction of a System of Public Safety Indicators in the Region, Colombia.

b- José Caballero, Director of the Directorate of Public Safety Policies, Ministry of the Interior. 

In the first presentation the state of progress of the Regional System of Standardized Indicators of Coexistence and Citizen Security was presented.  It was firstly explained the motivations that give rise to the project, taking into account the different types of facts and offences that affect countries; and the chronology. Then reference was made to the use of the data and finally to the project itself.  With regard to the use of data, it takes into account that they must allow the decision-making process, whether public policy decisions, administrative decisions or strategic in nature, to provide means for the prevention and security as well as the attention of the facts.  On the other hand, the data are required as an element for the evaluation of the measures taken. On the project, funded with non-reimbursable resources from the IDB in the framework of the Regional Public Goods Program, has had its origins in 2005. The objective of the project is to develop and put into operation, as a Regional Public Good, a regional system of standardized indicators of coexistence and citizen security that allows the measurement, monitoring and regional comparison of the phenomena associated with these issues, to strengthen the capacity of decision-makers in some countries of the region, in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of public policies of public security. It has the technical and administrative coordination of the CISALVA Institute of the University of Valle and the political management is in charge of the Organization of American States (OAS).
In the second talk the role of public policy to control and reduce crime was emphasized.  The axes of the policy focus on analyzing the situation of violence, modernize institutions, attention to conflict situation, promote citizen participation, bear in mind the gender perspective and the Human Rights framework.  The presentation was also directed to the problems of security, such as social insecurity, social problems such as poverty, unemployment, as well as the impunity.  Mention was made to the improvement projects available, among them the project of systematization of data with CISALVA support, and that of UMBRAL for the systematization of data.  The holding of the survey of victimization that was applied both in urban and rural areas was considered valuable.
THEME 5:
STATISTICS OF EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL SECURITY.   Employment statistics based on   records from Ministries of Labor and Social Security
Moderator:  Norma Medina, Director of Surveys, DGEEC, Paraguay. 

Speakers:
 

a- Sarah Gammage, from the area of Social Security of the International Labor Organization (ILO). She was represented by Elizabeth Barrios, DGEEC, Paraguay.

b- María Elisa Martínez de Fernández, Vice Ministry of Labor and Social Security, Ministry of Justice and Labor, Paraguay.

c- Carmen Frutos de Almada, Director of Planning; Social Welfare Institute, Paraguay.

The first presentation was referred to the initiative of the Floor of Social Protection (FSP).  The main covered topics were: (a) the different dimensions of the FSP, (b) the Ladder of Social Protection, (c) the importance of statistics to inform the social policy and the social protection, and (d) examples of the use of national statistics. The Global initiative for a Floor of Social Protection has been adopted in 2009 by the Executive Council of the System of the United Nations, as one of nine initiatives in response to the economic and financial crisis.  The dimensions of the FSP mainly focus in essential social rights and money or in kind transfers, and on the other hand, the provision of a minimum level of essential goods and social services.  With regard to the role of statistics was pointed out its usefulness to analyze the needy population, explore coverage through the use of administrative data bases and national surveys, assess the impact of policies and programs and incorporate changes commensurate with needs, and predict changes in future demand.

The second presentation focused on records from the Vice Ministry of Labor and Social Security of the Ministry of Justice and Labor of Paraguay. The main topics discussed were the legal framework, the organizational structure, the historical background in the development of labor statistics, relevant labor statistics and their use.  As historical background was pointed out that the Ministry initiates the systematization of information since 1990, in a database for employer registrations and labor forms.  In 2008 was created the Department of Worker Employer Registration and the Unified System of Enterprise Openings, where the information contained in the database is migrated to a new basis with platform on the Internet.  This system hosts the more than 60,300 enterprises registered at the Ministry today, including both active and inactive enterprises.  However, it should be noted that there is an underreporting of employer firms. The Department of Statistics started its activities in February 2009 as an office independent from the Department of Worker Employer Registration Office.  Since that time have been systematically developed statistics related to creation or formalization of employers and workers.
The third presentation had as objective the presentation of the Social Welfare Institute (SWI).  The legal framework for the SWI was presented as an introduction, giving then place to the strategic plan 2009-2013.  The speaker described the different types of benefits provided by the SWI, becoming each type a source of information.  The generated information is mainly focused on Health Statistics, including services provided in health, vital statistics, labor health data, statistics of the services provided to retirees and pensioners and the accounting and financial statistics.  All the wealth of information of the institution is organized through 32 informatic systems. The SWI has a system of health information that although it has lots of information, does not cover all the country. As a user, the SWI uses data from administrative records, surveys and national censuses of population and housing.  All these informations are used for the decision-making on policies of health and to prepare reports for management control and evaluation. Finally, she stressed the utility of the systems of information for the management of policies affecting social security and the financial sustainability of the same.
The comments referred to the urgent need that the country has a leadership body of the social security policy in such a way to go forward in the generation of a system of information and statistics, to integrate the isolated efforts of quite separate dependencies that today characterize the institutional action in the field of social security.
THEME 6: 
ENERGY STATISTICS.  Use of statistics for decision-making in the Energy Policy
Moderator: Jorge Ruiz Wiezell, Chief, Department of Studies of Tariffs and Market, National Energy Administration, Paraguay.
Speakers:
 

a- Katherine Segura, Technical Director, Energy-Economic Information System (EEIS), Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE), Ecuador.

b- Hugo Cacace Amarilla, Director, Energy Resources, Vice Ministry of Mines and Energy, Paraguay.

The first speaker began explaining the role of the Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE), public intergovernmental organization, formed on November 2, 1973 through the subscription of the Lima Agreement, ratified by 26 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean and 1 participant country, Algeria. The topics covered in the paper were energy in the economy, the energy sector, the supplementary information required for decision-making and indicators in decision-making. The speaker explained the objective of the energy sector, which is to meet the needs of the population, from the use of available resources, ensuring their efficient use, and their preservation with social and environmental responsibility.  At each stage of the power generation, information is also generated and at the same time use is made of information generated in other stages.  In addition to count with reliable, timely, and of quality energy statistics, supplementary information is required to make more wise decisions. This additional information refers to economic, demographic, and energy-economic information. The speaker concluded with a reflection on the importance of the analysis and interpretation of data, since data alone do not have sufficient validity and meaning, but acquire its real value when analyzed, allowing to evaluate, identify potential areas that can be consolidated through strategic policy.
The second presentation, by the representative of the Vice Ministry of Mines and Energy of Paraguay, was on the use of statistics for decision making in the energy policy.  As the first point he referred to the role of the institution and the development of the energy statistics.  He then referred to the background of the energy statistics in Paraguay and its contribution to the formulation of sectoral policies.  He continued with the description of the process of processing of national energy statistics, the importance of energy and the current weaknesses in the energy statistics in Paraguay and its effects. Finally, he commented the activities that the institution is carrying out.  As background of the energy statistics in Paraguay and its contribution to the formulation of sectoral policies, he mentioned the presentation of the National Energy Balance, series that began in 1970.  From 1997 the development of these balances became the responsibility of the current Vice Ministry of Mines and Energy.  He also highlighted that the Energy Balances are the most important integrated energy account within the framework of energy statistics and are complemented by a set of other specific accounts to give the sectoral vision and serve as an input to the decision-making of sectoral policy.  National Energy Balances and other specific statistics of the different sub-sectors make up the national energy matrix, with many users at the national and international levels.  With regard to the processing of national energy statistics, feeds on sub-sector statistics, which serve as well as source for the elaboration of the National Energy Balance. These sub-sector statistics constitute the national statistics of the Petroleum and Derivatives Subsector; the Electricity Subsector and the Biomass and other energies Subsector. To the effects of increased access to national energy statistics, the Vice Ministry of Mines and Energy currently works in the implementation and operation of the National Energy Information System, with the technical and logistical support of OLADE.

Concerning the system of energy indicators and statistics, it was stressed the significant progress of the Vice Ministry of Mines and Energy in the creation and maintenance of the inter-institutional table that has allowed to collect and consolidate energy data from the different participating institutions, as well as the creation of a network of experts on the subject.  It was mentioned the challenge that involves the generation of information systems in the energy area, through the use of data from different sources, being surveys, records or specific surveys.
THEME 7:
OTHER TOPICS
Moderador: Elizabeth Barrios, Director of Statistical Coordination and Planning, DGEEC, Paraguay. 

Presentation:

a-  National Strategy for Development of Statistics (NSDS) of Paraguay, by Zulma Sosa, Director General,  DGEEC, Paraguay.
This paper focused primarily on the three following items: legal basis of the National Statistical System, background information on the NSDS project, and expected results.  Within the framework of the first point, she explained that the National Statistical System was conceived by Decree-Law No. 11.126/42, which stipulates that the General Directorate of Statistics is the dependency of the Executive Branch to which it is reserved competition to implement the national policy in the field of statistics, surveys and censuses at the national level.  It also establishes the main functions of the DGEEC. By law, in 1989 the DGEEC becomes dependent upon the Technical Secretariat of Planning of the Economic and Social Development, albeit with budgetary autonomy.  In 2008 it is adopted the Presidential Decree that "reorganizes and establishes the organizational and functional structure of the General Directorate of Statistics, Surveys and Censuses". Even with these legal regulations, the Sectoral Offices (approximately 50) that make up the National Statistical System have been covered by special rules for the generation of their statistics, given that the DGEEC lacks the institutional hierarchy, proper legal force and the resources to comply with the functions conferred by law and others imposed by the historic changes that have occurred since 1942. The NSDS project therefore aims to develop the National Strategy for the Development of Statistics with a perspective of promoting a better determination of the conditions of life through better administrative records, stronger links with national systems of monitoring and evaluation in the country, and a better use of evidence of support policies at the local, regional and national levels. To accomplish this goal, the series of activities starts with an inventory of the statistical production and workshops with producers and users, to finally be able to develop the Statistical Development Strategy.  Finally, she concluded with the main products expected by the project as the document on the National Strategy for Statistical Development, the draft of the National Statistical Plan and inter-agency coordination workshops to validate and reach a consensus on the Plan.
CONCLUSIONS

Being completed the series of programmed presentations for the Meeting, in different thematic areas, Prof. Evelio O. Fabbroni made a brief summary, highlighting the interest attracted by the different presentations, which generated discussions that allowed for detailing the content of the presentations as well as supplement them with comments on other experiences and concerns, which will likely contribute to a better development of the projects in process.
The Technical Secretary of IASI expressed that in the Meeting it was highlighted the importance of the use of administrative records for the generation of statistics needed for decision-making.  He stressed, however, the existing complementarity between the main sources of statistics such as censuses, surveys and registers.  He highlighted the clear need to move towards "Systems" within the institutions and between them.  With regard to the revision of the organization of the service of public statistics promoted by the NSDS Paraguay, it will be of vital importance to ensure the DGEEC, or the institution which constitutes his replacement as the governing body of the National Statistical System, the necessary competence and authority to ensure the proper integration of the statistical production of the various sectors, avoiding duplication and ensuring the satisfaction of priority needs of information, with the application of appropriate methodologies.  On the other hand, he stressed the importance of creating a program of statistical literacy, which must be initiated in the early stages of the school cycle, so that in the future citizenship comes to be aware of the need for statistics. He also mentioned the need to work with the media.  As a constraint note of the Meeting, he regretted the lack of representation of National Institutes of Statistics in the region, whose participation would have allowed a mutual enrichment.

CLOSING
The Meeting was closed by Bernardo Esquivel, Minister of the Technical Secretariat of Planning, together with Ms. Zulma Sosa, Director General of the DGEEC.

Bernardo Esquivel stressed the importance of the outcome of the meeting and the usefulness for the work of design and implementation of policies. He gave a brief overview of some specific actions carried forward and related to the National Information System, revealing some challenges to face to improve communication between institutions in the process of generation of information, and he assured all the institutional support required thereon.
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AGENDA 
Thursday 28 October 2010
 
08:30 - 09:00        Registration of Participants
 
09:00 - 10:00        Welcome addresses

Bernardo Esquivel, Minister, Technical Secretariat of Planning
Zulma Sosa, Director General, DGEEC

Jorge Luis Talavera, Executive Director, Technical Unit of the Social Cabinet of the Presidency of the Republic
Evelio O. Fabbroni, Technical Secretary, IASI
                
10:00 - 10:30       
Coffee break
 
10:30 – 12:00      
Theme 1: HEALTH STATISTICS 
 
Moderator: 
Evelio O. Fabbroni, Technical Secretary of IASI
 
10:30 – 11:00       Strengthening of the System on Health Information in Latin America
Speaker: 
Enrique Vázquez, Consultant in Epidemiology, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Paraguay 

11:00 – 11:30       Generation of strategic health information for decision-making 

Speaker:
Edgar Giménez, Vice Minister of Health, Ministry of Public Health and Social Welfare, Paraguay.

11:30 - 12:00        Debate
  

12:00 – 13:30       Theme 2: EDUCACION STATISTICS
 
Moderator:
Zulma Sosa, Director General, DGEEC, Paraguay

 
12:00 - 12:30        The use of statistics for decision-making in the Educational Policy
Speaker:
Juliana Marques da Silva, Instituto Nacional de Estudos e Pesquisas Educacionais (INEP), Brazil
 
12:30 - 13:00    
The use of statistics for decision-making in the Educational Policy
Speaker:  
Diana Serafini, Vice Minister of Education, Ministry of Education and Culture (MEC), Paraguay.

 
13:00 - 13:30        Debate
 
13:30 - 15:00    
Lunch 

15:00 – 17:00       Theme 3: DIRECTORY OF ENTERPRISES



Construction and maintenance of Directories of Enterprises and Economic Establishments
Moderator:
Edgar Gómez Leiva, Sistema de Información Económica y Financiera (SIEF), Subsecretaría de Estado de Economía e Integración, Ministerio de Hacienda, Paraguay
15:00 – 15:30


Speaker:  
Luis Beccaria, Director of the Division of Statistics and Economic Projections, ECLAC
 
15:30- 16:00            

Speaker:           
Sidnéia Reis Cardoso, Coordinator of the Economic Statistics and Classifications, Diretorate of Research, IBGE, Brazil.

16:00 – 16:30

Speaker:            
Nimia Torres, Director of Economic Statistics, DGEEC, Paraguay.
16:30 - 17:00   
Debate
19:00              
Welcome cocktail
 

Friday 29 October 2010
 
08:30 - 09:50       Theme 4. PUBLIC SAFETY STATISTICS
 
Experiences of countries in the region in the use of statistics for Public Safety Policies
Moderator:
Nimia Torres, Director of Economic Statistics, DGEEC, Paraguay
08:30 – 09:00

Speaker:
Sonia Cardona, Coordinator of the Project of Construction of a System of Public Safety Indicators in the Region, Colombia.

09:00 - 09:30

Speaker:
José Caballero, Director of the Directorate of Public Safety Policies, Ministry of the Interior.
 
09:30 - 09:50        Debate

09:50 – 10:10       Coffee break
10:10 – 12:00
Theme 5: STATISTICS OF EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL SECURITY

 
Employment statistics based on records from Ministries of Labor and Social Security
Moderator:
Norma Medina, Director of Surveys, DGEEC. Paraguay 

 
10:10 - 10:40

Speaker:
Sarah Gammage (Represented by Elizabeth Barrios, DGEEC), Representative of ILO 

10:40 - 11:10

Speaker:            
María Elisa Martínez de Fernández, Vice Ministry of Labor and Social Security, Ministry of Justice and Labor, Paraguay
 
11:10 - 11:40

Speaker:
Carmen Frutos de Almada, Director of Planning; Social Welfare Institute, Paraguay

11:40 - 12:00        Debate
12:00 - 13:20     
Theme 6: ENERGY STATISTICS.  Use of statistics for decisión-making in the Energy Policy 
Moderator:
Jorge Ruiz Wiezell, Chief, Department of Studies of Tariffs and Market, National Energy Administration, Paraguay.
12:10 – 12:30

Speaker:
Katherine Segura, Technical Director, Energy-Economic Information System (EEIS), Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE), Ecuador.

12:30 – 13:00
Speaker:
Hugo Cacace Amarilla, Director, Energy Resources, Vice Ministry of Mining and Energy, Paraguay
 
13:00 – 13:20       Debate      
 
13:20 - 14:30        Lunch
 
14:30 - 15:15        Theme 7. OTHER TOPICS   
Moderator:
Elizabeth Barrios, Director of Statistical Coordination and Planning, DGEEC, Paraguay

14:30 – 15:00       National Strategy for Development of Statistics (NSDS) of Paraguay
Speaker:
Zulma Sosa, Directora General, DGEEC, Paraguay
 
15:00 - 15:15        Debate
 
15:15 - 15:35        Coffee break
 
15:35 – 16:00       CONCLUSIONS OF THE MEETING
 
Evelio O. Fabbroni, Technical Secretary of IASI
 
16:00 – 16:30       CLOSING
 
Bernardo Esquivel, Minister, Planning Technical Secretariat

Zulma Sosa, Director General, DGEEC
ANNEX 2
Short course: Introduction to Time Series Analysis Methods
Program:

· Introduction. 

· The data.  Types of data necessary for the applied model. 

· Economic and demographic time series key features
· Examples of cases applied to demographic and economic analysis. When forecasting methods are used.
· Univariate time series analysis: trend, seasonality
· Forecasting methods
· Selection criteria for time series models
· Aberrant observations, conditional heteroscedasticity
Bibliography:
Franses P. H. (1998) Time series models for business and economic forecast, Cambridge University Press.

Granger C. N. S., Newold M. (1986) Forecasting economic time series, Academic Press Inc.

Granger C. W. (1989) Forecasting in Business and economics (2da. Edition), Academic Press Inc.

Peña, D. (2005): “Análisis de series temporales”, Alianza Editora, Madrid – España.
Characteristics of the course: 

The main concepts that are handled when we analyse time series will be developed and will be briefly presented the different models used to describe and/or make forecasts of the same.
Profile of the participants: 

Technicians from the various public institutions who use quantitative tools for analysis.

Time for the course: 8 hours in two sessions of 4 hours.

Certificates:  Certificates will be issued to those who have completed eight hours of training
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